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Henry I
(1031-GO)
Cedes
Burgundy
t,o his
brother
The growing
power of
Anjou
 Henry I started his reign in 1031 with the same domestic
crisis. His mother and his brother broke into immediate
revolt against him, and were joined by Odo of Blois ; the king,
as usual, had the assistance of Normandy and to some extent
of Anjou. He was successful in 1032, but in order to maintain
peace found it necessary to hand over the duchy of Burgundy
to his brother. So he surrendered his father's one important
acquisition ; but perhaps it was not so important an acquisi-
tion after all, for the ducal authority of Robert and his
descendants, who retained the title for over 300 years, was
little more than nominal.1 In the same year Rudolf III of
Burgundy died, and this diverted the attention of the count
of Blois.2 With more wisdom than his father, Henry allied
with Conrad II against him, and Odo was eventually forced
to relinquish his attempt. He started at once on another
ach-enture in Lorraine, where he met his death in battle in
1037. His territories, divided between his two sons, Theobald
III receiving Blois and Stephen Champagne, were reunited
again on Stephen's death in 1047. But Blois, though inde-
pendent, was no longer the chief source of danger to the king.
Its place was now taken by Anjou.
The counts of Anjou, Fulk Ncrra and his son Geoffrey
Martcl who succeeded him in 1040, showed a steady per-
sistence in adding to their domains at the expense of their
neighbours—Maine, Blois, Aquitainc3—and they avoided
the reckless adventures in which Odo II of Blois wasted his
resources, while they were at least his equals in audacity and
brutality. Yet Fulk had his own distractions, for he went
on no less than four pilgrimages to the Holy Land, the last
at the age of 76 just before his death. Fulk had defeated
Odo in 1016, Geoffrey defeated Theobald even more decisively
in 1044 and forced him to cede Tourainc, which definitely
turned the balance in favour of Anjou.
The king was alarmed by the growth of this dangerous
1	Robert was succeeded as duke of Burgundy by two grandsons in turn,
the sous of his son Henry who predeceased him ;  a third brother, Henry,
went to seek his fortunes in the Spanish peninsula, and founded the first
royal house of Portugal.
2	Odo-William had died in 1020, so Odo of Blois was now Conrad II's
only rival.
a Geoffrey Martel, even before he became count, had defeated the duke
of Aquitaine in 1038 and held him prisoner for five years.

